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Second Chance Pet 
Adoptions is moving!  
Although we will still be 
located in the Tanager 
Center on Chapel Hill 
Road our new space will 
include an additional 
1,200 square feet.  The 
new space will be one of 
the largest No-Kill facilities 
in the Triangle.  The goal 
of the new facility is to 
provide a warm and 
inviting home for the cats, 
a fun place for cat and 
dog adoptathons, and 
space for educational 
programs and fundraising 
events.  Some of the 
exciting features of the 
new space for our cat 
program include: Four 
large, open community cat 
rooms, extra cat room for 
exercising cats and "meet 
and greets" during 
adoptathons, and 
separate rooms for 
specific stages of the 
program (Isolation, 
Quarantine, and Healthy 
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Hold.)  A separate area for 
our dog program provides 
space for dog 
adoptathons, and 
educational programs 
such as dog training 
seminars. Our new space 
also includes an extra 
large lobby area, a 
spacious clinic area, and a 
large warehouse. 
 
It is hard to believe how 
far we have come from 
the day when three 
women, Cheri Sowter, 
Deborah Ruggero, and 
Judy Benrud sat down in 
1987 and committed 
themselves to helping the 
homeless animals in the 
Triangle.  As Judy relates, 
“There were a number of 
people talking about 
things that could be done, 
but it seemed few were 
actually doing anything.”  
They began by "fostering" 
the stray cats and dogs 
they would find.  Word got 
around and other people 

who found strays would 
bring them to Second 
Chance.  Things began to 
get bigger and bigger.  
They built a ”cat condo” in 
one of their back yards 
and one of the other 
women penned off part of 
her back yard for the stray 
dogs. 
 
Judy and Cheri had ties to 
The College of Veterinary 
Medicine at North 
Carolina State University 
and were able to get 
donated time from some 
vets and vet students.  
Things blossomed even 
more, and in 1989, they 
decided to apply for non-
profit status. They created 
by-laws, rules, contracts, 
screening guidelines and 
became a bona fide 501 
(c) (3) rescue 
organization. They began 
recruiting volunteers to 
help them with the many 
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�Don’t forget to mark 
your calendar for the 7th 
annual Auction for the 
Animals ! 
 
On July 28, 2007, 
Second Chance Pet 
Adoptions will host its 
7th annual Auction for 

the Animals at Delightful 
Inspirations located in 
Caspar Park. 
 
This year’s event will 
feature a festive 
atmosphere filled with 
music, food, friendship 
and fun.  The evening 

will feature both live and 
silent auctions where 
attendees will have the 
opportunity to bid for 
donated items and 
services, all in the spirit 
of putting the “fun” in 
fundraising. 
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“"The one absolutely 
unselfish friend that 
man can have in this 
selfish world, the one 
that never deserts him, 
the one that never 
proves ungrateful or 
treacherous, is his dog. 
. . .He will kiss the hand 
that has no food to 
offer; he will lick the 
wounds and sores that 
come in encounter with 
the roughness of the 
world. . . .When all other 
friends desert, he 
remains." 
 
 ~ George G Vest 

tasks involved with caring 
for the animals and to 
assist with screening 
applicants. They recruited 
more vets to donate their 
time, drug companies to 
donate vaccinations and 
food companies to donate 
food. 
 
Meanwhile, more and 
more volunteers came 
aboard, and more 
programs within Second 
Chance were created. 
Other volunteers began 
fostering animals, 
fundraisers were created, 
and ways to show the 
animals were discovered, 
such as adoptathons, 
advertisements and TV 
Public Service ads.  
Throughout this time 
Second Chance had relied 
on foster homes for all the 
animals in its program.  
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Second Chance’s Junior 
Volunteer program will be 
kicking into high gear this 
summer.  Welcome Laura 
Mellon who, along with 
Kathy Hains, will be 
heading up the program. 

Laura, whose own cat Lilo 
is a rescue, has always 
loved animals and was 
seeking a new challenging 
way to get more involved.  
Taking over the Junior 
Volunteer program 
seemed just the ticket 
since she has experience 
recruiting and working 
with the summer help 
program for Booth 
Amphitheater. 
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However, as Second 
Chance continued to grow 
and create more 
programs, including a 
humane education 
program, a cageless no-
kill facility to house cats 
was opened in February 
2004. 
 
With the opening of the 
first facility the number of 
animals that moved 
through Second Chance’s 
programs doubled.  In 
2006, Second Chance 
touched the lives of nearly 
900 abandoned and 
homeless pets.  In 2007 
that number will increase 
to well over 1,000. Second 
Chance will continue to 
partner with its extended 
family of supporters, 
volunteers, and other 
rescue groups to work 
toward the common goal 

of no more homeless 
animals. 
 
The guiding principles on 
which Judy, Cheri and 
Deborah founded Second 
Chance continue to this 
day.  Namely that Second 
Chance itself would make 
a lifetime commitment to 
each of the animals it 
rescued; retaining the 
option of taking them back 
in the event the new home 
could not keep them, for 
whatever reason.  Each 
animal will receive the 
best medical care 
available, each animal will 
receive unconditional love 
and time to be socialized, 
and each animal will be 
carefully matched with the 
best home for its needs in 
order to ensure a lifetime 
of safety, love, and 
companionship. 
 
 

She has plans in the 
works for food, 
recyclables, and coupon 
drives.  She also plans to 
work with local scout 
troops to implement bake 
sales, car and dog 
washes, along with Wish 
List collections. 

The Junior Volunteers got 
a head start when 11 year 
old Corinne took the 
initiative and held her own 
collection drive.  Her 
complete story appears 
later in this issue. 

Another boost to the 
Junior Program came 
from the 5th grade AG 
class at Swift Creek 

Elementary.  The class 
started a business called 
Swifty Printing.  They 
used artwork made by K-5 
grade students and turned 
it into stationary/greeting 
cards.  The 5th grade 
class presented Second 
Chance with a check for 
$100.00 from the profits 
made from the sale of 
their stationary/cards. 

Please introduce yourself 
to Laura and pass along 
any ideas or assistance to 
her or Kathy.  

 

 
Laura Mellon  
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We still have tickets 
available and need to 
make a push as we head 
into the home stretch.  
This year in conjunction 
with the 7th Annual Auction 
for the Animals, Second 
Chance is raffling off your 
choice of a new car!  Other 
prizes include a 42” 
Plasma TV and a Video 
IPOD. 

 
 
The goal is to raise over 
$20,000.00 to benefit the 
animals.  We hope 
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“When dogs leap onto 
your bed, it's because 
they adore being with 
you. When cats leap 
onto your bed, it's 
because they adore 
your bed.” 
 
~ Alisha Everett 

everyone will consider 
buying a raffle ticket as 
well as talking to their 
friends, family, and co-
workers about this exciting 
event. 

 
 
Additionally we need your 
help in the distribution of 
flyers and brochures 
throughout the community 
and your place of 
business.  They can be 
picked up at the facility. 
 

Please contact Kristine 
Mayberry 
kmayberry1@nc.rr.com or 
any Board member for 
tickets or they can be 
ordered online from our 
website. 
 
 With all this exposure we 
should easily reach our 
goal, however if every 
volunteer will sell 3 -4 
tickets we will raise over 
$35,000.00.  Remember, it 
never hurts to ask! 

#���	�
�
	�$����

�%��
�������
Tickets for the 7th Annual 
Auction for the Animals 
are now available. 
 
Tickets are $35 each and 
($45 at the door) and 
include 2 drink tickets for 
beer and wine (extra 
tickets are $2.00 at the 
event), heavy hors d’ 
oeuvres, and an evening 
of fun! 
 
SCPA volunteers pay only 
$25 per ticket and 
everyone gets a $10 
discount with the purchase 
of a raffle ticket! 
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Take a degree in Zoology, 
3 years at an animal 
hospital as a Veterinary 
Assistant, add a dash of 
entrepreneurial spirit, and 
it seems only natural to 
start a Home Pet Care 
Service.  Meet Joan Del 
Giorno, whose home 
business was one of the 
first of its kind in the 
Chicago area.  Her 
husband gave her 6 
months to make a go of it 
and much to their delight 
after only 6 weeks she 
was booked full time.  
Joan sold her business 
after 7 years in 
preparation to moving to 
North Carolina. 
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Animals are often referred 
to as angels in four footed 
disguise.  Meet Jerry 
Wojenski, who is an 
animal rescuer because 
he, himself was rescued 
by strays.   Back when he 
was in college in the 
Chicago area, he was 
struggling with the typical 
doubts and angst of most 
any young man trying to 
find his place and purpose 
in life.  Jerry relates how 
one evening sitting in a 
park struggling with his 
burdens and the obstacles 
he faced, he was 
approached by a cat that 
refused to give up on him.  
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Upon arriving in Cary she 
made the transition to 
being a stay at home 
mom, but missed working 
with animals.  Fortunately 
for Second Chance she 
read about our first facility 
opening and a friend or 
hers started volunteering 
and relaying all of her 
experiences.  That was 
enough for Joan and she 
soon started volunteering 
at the facility twice a 
week.  Soon she became 
a regular Luv-A-Pet 
caregiver at PetSmart.  
Although she no longer 
has her Home Pet Care 
Service, she can still be 
seen walking her 
neighbor’s dogs Mondays 
– Thursdays. 

Joan has her own dog 
Lizzy, an 11 year old 
Great Dane – Lab mix.  
She is a certified therapy 
dog with the Delta Society 
and they visit nursing 
homes 2 or 3 times a 
month. Lizzy is joined by 
two cats, 14 year old Dino 
and 5 year old Pesce.  
Joan used to breed 
cockatiels and still has her 
first hatchling, Figaroe, 
who recently turned 22. 
 
Joan also enjoys 
gardening, playing tennis, 
golf, bowling, and 
cooking.  She can usually 
be found volunteering 
most Monday and 
Wednesday evenings.   
 

She ignored his growling 
attempts to shoo her away 
and followed him when he 
got up to leave.  Realizing 
it was a losing battle he 
adopted her and named 
her Hollywood.  She 
became his confidant and 
supporter and Jerry 
credits Hollywood with 
helping him to survive 
college.  It was a sad 
parting when he found her 
a forever home prior to 
moving to Raleigh to take 
a position at NC State. 
 
Starting a new life in a 
new city is always a 
challenge.  This time 

Jerry’s angel appeared as 
a German Shepherd – 
Husky mix.  He named her 
Dakota and came to 
discover that she had her 
own set of worries that 
they needed to overcome.  
Dakota suffered from 
separation anxiety and 
would “remodel” Jerry’s 
home when he was gone.  
Medication, behavioral 
therapy, and a new 
Doberman mix friend 
named Tex finally helped 
overcome the problem. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
 

Joan and Lizzy 

Jerry, Tex, and Dakota 
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� Jerry claims that 
through all the trials 
and tribulations he 
faced, his angels 
taught him that there 
was always a reason 
to have hope. 
When Jerry found 
Second Chance he 
jumped at the chance 
to pay forward the 
compassion that 
animals have given 
him.  In his short time 
with Second Chance, 
he has cared for and 
found homes for 17 
rescued puppies.  He 

Jerry and friend visiting  
Swift Creek Elementary 

also heads up Special 
Events and in that 
role has visited 
schools, worked Bark 
in the Park, and most 
recently the NBC17 
Health Fair.  Currently 
he is scheduling 
training and 
educational seminars 
for the new facility.      
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� What do you do if you 
are blessed with a love 
of animals and a 
desire to benefit those 
in need?  Meet 
Corinne, an 11 year 
old from Cary, who 
had already adopted 
two dogs from rescue 
groups and cat sits for 
her neighbors when 
they are on vacation.  
One Saturday seeking 
to fulfill a Girl Scout 
project, she stopped 
by the facility to 
explore volunteer 
opportunities, but was 
informed that 
unfortunately she was 
not old enough to work 
with the animals.  
Undaunted, Corinne 
learned that the facility 
can always use more 
towels and padded cat 

beds.  After sewing 
about a dozen cat beds 
she started her own 
neighborhood collection 
drive.  Armed with the 
facility “wish list” 
Corinne placed flyers 
on all the mailboxes 
throughout her 
neighborhood asking for 
towels, sheets, and 
items on the list to be 
donated to help the 
animals of Second 
Chance.  She arranged 
to pick them up at a 
later date or to have 
them dropped off at her 
home.  She was very 
successful as you can 
tell by the mound 
covering her driveway.  
Upon delivery to the 
 
 (Continued on page 6) 

Corinne and her collection 

Dogs vs. cats: 
 A dog will run to greet 
you at the door. A cat 
will say, "Oh, have you 
been out?" 
 
 ~ Sandy Parkinson 
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Since its inception, Second 
Chance has saved 
countless lives of animals 
so it should come as no 
surprise that two black cats 
that were life savers in their 
own right, held a special 
place in the hearts of 
everyone once they entered 
our program.  Cha Chi and 
Leprechaun had been blood 
donors at NCSU Veterinary 
School.  When another kitty 
needed an emergency 
transfusion they donated 
their blood so others could 
be saved.  Understandably 
after several years of living 
primarily in a cage and 
being called on to help 
other felines survive illness 
and injury, they were shy, 
reserved, and a little fearful 
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5 year old orange tabby 
cat, Benjamin, and 3 
rabbits - Sandy, 
Cinnamon, and Buddy.  
Corinne has been thrilled 
to help all the animals who 
just need a second 
chance and is eagerly 
anticipating the new 
Junior Volunteer program. 

 

when approached by 
humans. 
 
They entered Second 
Chance in January 2006 
and slowly but surely 
started to respond to the 
love and patience of the 
volunteers.  They 
eventually graduated to 

one of the cat rooms.  
Both loved to sit back and 
watch all the happenings 
going on around them and 
the antics of the other 
cats.  They wanted nothing 
more than a warm lap and 
a big window to watch the 
world as they basked in 
their retirement. 

facility, everyone was 
delighted, no one more so 
than Enchantment who 
really wants to get down 
and explore. 
 
Corinne attends Dillard 
Drive Middle School and is 
a member of Girl Scout 
Troop 647, which meets at 
Christ the King Church in 
Cary.  She loves reading, 
camping/hiking, and 
playing her flute and 
French horn.  As 
mentioned earlier she has 
two adopted dogs, Max, a 
2 year old black retriever 
mix and Duchess, a 7 year 
old flat-coated retriever 
mix.  They are joined by a 

It took a little over a 
year, but their wishes 
were granted when they 
were adopted together 
by Greg.  He reports 
that although a little 
overwhelmed upon 
arrival to their new 
forever home, they have 
settled in nicely. 
 

Leprechaun  Cha Chi  

Corinne and Enchantment 
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Whether you’re a long time volunteer, a Board member, or just recently joined Second Chance here’s a fun quiz to 
test your knowledge.  Grab a piece of paper and jot down your responses.  Answers appear later in this issue.  No fair 
peeking! 
 

1. In what year was Second Chance founded? 
2. What’s the phone number of the facility? 
3. How many Board members are there? 
4. What’s our website address? 
5. Name two founders. 
6. One of the cat rooms at the facility is named after a long time supporter.  Name them. 
7. Where’s the 7th Annual Auction for the Animals being held and on what date? 
8. What’s the address of the Facility? 
9. What are the prizes for this year’s raffle? 
10. Name six (6) Board Members. 
11. Who is in charge of Fundraising? 
12. Second Chance has cat and dog coordinators.  Name them. 
13. Second Chance touched the lives of a large number of animals in 2006.  How many? 
14. Someone wants to become a Second Chance volunteer.  Whom do they contact? 
15. Who is the editor of Tails of Chance? 
16. Name two offsite adoptathon locations. 
17. Who is in charge of Special Events? 
18. A stray cat/kitten has been found.  Who should be contacted? 
19. When is Second Chance open to the public? 
20. How many raffle tickets have you bought and/or sold? 
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� Summer has arrived and 
with it, elevated 
temperatures. Which 
means things can really 
heat up for our friends 
with fur coats. Now is 
the right time to consider 
how to keep your pet 
cool before your home 
gets too hot. 

A good rule of thumb: if 
it’s too uncomfortable for 
you, it’s too 
uncomfortable for your 
pet. 

Granted, you may not 
have to leave the air 
conditioning on all day 
for your pet, but having 
a fan blowing all the time 

would be a good idea, so 
that the pet has the 
option of lying down in 
front of or near the fan if 
it gets too hot. 

Most pets will decrease 
their activity, stretch out 
their�bodies to increase 
their surface area, and 
lay down on cool 
surfaces, like tile floors or 
in porcelain bathtubs, to 
keep themselves cool.  

Always have fresh cool 
water available. Ceiling 
fans often generate 
enough of a breeze to 
keep a cat cool during 
the hottest days of the 
summer.  

During the summer 
months, consider all the 
different things you do to 
avoid overheating when 
trying to keep your 
faithful friend cool. 

Outside has its own 
peril.  Do not leave your 
pet unattended in a car 
(even with the windows 
cracked) for more than a 
few minutes. 

When possible, bring 
water along for your pet 
(when walking, running, 
etc.)  Do not restrict their 
intake.  Allow them to 
rest frequently. 

Signs of heat exhaustion 

include lethargy, 
vomiting, weakness, 
excess panting, and in 
more serious cases 
twitching, 
disorientation, seizures, 
or collapse. 
 
If you suspect your 
animal is suffering from 
heat exhaustion, offer 
plenty of cool water and 
a cool resting place. 
 
As always, if there is 
ANY doubt in your 
mind, bring the animal 
to a vet immediately. 
 
Follow these guidelines 
and you and your pet 
will enjoy the summer.  
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We hope you all had fun and perhaps learned some more about Second Chance.  The 
more we know about our wonderful organization the easier it is to tell our complete 
story.  Now, without further ado, here are the answers. 
 

1. 1987, but 1989 is acceptable since that was when we became an official non-
profit organization. 

2. (919) 851-8404 
3. Twelve (12) 
4. www.secondchancenc.org 
5. Cheri Sowter, Deborah Ruggero, and Judy Benrud 
6. Gordy Hammon 
7. Delightful Inspirations located in Caspar Park 
8. Tanager Center, 5995 Chapel Hill Rd., Suite 115 Raleigh, NC  27607.  Bonus 

points if you knew our new address will be Tanager Center, 6003 Chapel Hill 
Rd., Suite 133 Raleigh, NC 27607.  

9. 1st Prize choice of a new Chrysler Sebring or Jeep Wrangler.  2nd Price 42” 
Plasma TV.  3rd Prize Video IPOD. 

10. Carol Ballesteros, Paula Carey, Julie Collins, Brian Darer, Patti Dobyns, Kathy 
Hains, Amy Joslin, Melissa Katafiasz, Kristine Mayberry, Peggy Price, Annie 
Schifter-Janis, Wendy Stephenson 

11. Kristine Mayberry 
12. Melissa Katafiasz (Dogs),  Paula Carey (Cats), Julie Collins (Cats) 
13. 900 
14. Kathy Hains 
15. Steve McCandless 
16. Petsmart at Brier Creek, Petsmart at Beaver Commons in Apex, Luv-A-Pet  

PetSmart Cary, Petco at Brier Creek 
17. Jerry Wojenski 
18. Wendy Stephenson 
19. Noon till 3:00 pm every Saturday and Sunday 
20. Hopefully everyone can answer at least one.  If not there’s still time left! 

 

Kristine Mayberry 
arranged with Moondance 
Soaps and More to 
sponsor a sale where they 
would donate a 
percentage of their sales.  
Almost $140.00 was 
raised! 
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5995-115 
Chapel Hill Road 

Raleigh, NC 27607 
 

PHONE: 
(919) 851-8404 

 
FAX: 

(919) 851-8401 
 

E-MAIL: 
scvnewsletter@bellsouth.net 

secondchance@secondchancenc.org 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www. secondchancenc .org  

  

www.goodsearch.com and 
you can still sign up your 
MVP card and shop away 
at Food Lion to help us 
out. Contact Kristine 
Mayberry if you have any 
questions or ideas.  

Continuing Fundraisers - 
Don't forget those 
fundraisers that you can 
help out with that are 
ongoing. We are still 
collecting uncrushed 20 
ounce soda bottles. You 
can search away at 

 
www.myspace.com/secondchancepetadoptions 

 
Check it out and spread the word! 
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� Second Chance would like to 
extend a warm welcome to 
our newest volunteers.  Be 
sure to introduce yourself the 
next time you see them at the 
facility or an Adoptathon. 

Ashtin Holder 
Jenny and Nick Kotora-Lynch 
Mike Barnes 
Crystal Soyars-Abrecht 
Stacey Beal 
Allison Tibbetts 
John Yannaccone 
Cheryl Hinkle 
Laura Mellon 
Ali Campbell 
Calley Jones 
Kurt Kochanski 
Maria Wong 
Dina Ibrahim 
Dr. Madonna Higgins 
 


