
Program 

FACEBOOK LIVE STREAM: 8:40 - 9:20 PM 

PLEASE NOTE: ALL TIMES IN PROGRAM ARE EASTERN! 

FEATURING: 

A SILENT AUCTION 
“BUY-NOW” ITEMS 
RAFFLE DRAWING 

WINE & COFFEE PULLS 
FACEBOOK LIVE STREAM 

SECOND CHANCE PET ADOPTIONS’ 23RD ANNUAL 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2023 

Pictured: Grouper and Izzy Girl, both 
adopted thanks to our supporters! 



 

 

To our partners in rescue, 
 

Welcome to the 23rd annual Evening of Pawsibilities gala! We 
are so grateful for your participation this weekend; we wish we 
could be with you in-person, but we thank you for taking 
advantage of our remote participation opportunities! 
 

The trend that began last year—shelters filling up faster than 
they had in prior years since animals were no longer going home with adopters or into 
foster care at the same rates—has sadly continued into 2023. It’s always been harder to 
place large animals, animals with extraordinary medical needs, and animals with 
behavioral quirks into foster care or adoptive homes, but lately it’s been hard to place 
even the small, healthy, well-mannered animals, too. Our partner shelters are desperate for 
rescues like ours to continue pulling animals to make room for more, so we’re doing all 
we can to save every life possible. And with you on our side, we know we can make 
miracles happen daily. 
 

As we plow ahead in this life-saving mission, we see not only a day when every cat and 
dog has a loving forever family, but we also see what’s vital to getting there: growth. 
From expanding our team to expanding our programs (including a significant boost to our 
spay/neuter outreach this year) and expanding our facility (an announcement we’ve been 
eager to share with you this weekend!), our partners in rescue—YOU—make it pawsible. 
 
 
 

     Dave Ballesteros 
     President, Board of Directors 

Your Home Base to Get Them Home 
CLICKABLE: 2023eop.givesmart.com 

 

GiveSmart serves as your “home base” for this 
event. To bid, buy, or donate so animals like 
Sage Spice (surrendered as a young puppy) 
can find their forever homes, you’ll need a 
free GiveSmart account & to register for 2023. 

Welcome! 

2023eop.givesmart.com


  

 

Evening Timeline 

7:30 
RAFFLE TICKET SALES CLOSE SO GET YOUR WINNING TICKET! TO BUY TICKETS 

FOR THE $1,500 AMAZON GIFT CARD, GO TO ITEM #9 IN GIVESMART. 

8:30 
ALL SILENT AUCTION AND “BUY NOW” ITEMS CLOSE, INCLUDING THE WINE 

PULL AND COFFEE PULL (WHICH MAY SELL OUT BEFORE 8:30). 

8:40 

TUNE INTO THE FACEBOOK LIVE STREAM TO ENJOY OUR DIRECTOR’S FEATURE 

PRESENTATION! (GO TO WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SECONDCHANCENC AND 

REMEMBER, YOU DO NOT NEED A FACEBOOK ACCOUNT TO WATCH!) 

9:15 
RAFFLE WINNER IS ANNOUNCED BEFORE THE STREAM CONCLUDES AT 9:20. THE 

STREAM WILL REMAIN ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR LATER VIEWING. 

 Pick-Up and Shipping 
Items will be available for pick-up at Second Chance (6003 Chapel 
Hill Rd, Ste 133, Raleigh) starting September 27 (more info to come 
via email). Some silent auction and “buy now” items can be mailed 
to you (free)! See our pick-up/shipping policies BY CLICKING HERE. 

ARE YOU PROUD TO SUPPORT ANIMALS IN NEED? MAKE A DONATION 
THROUGH GIVESMART AND YOUR NAME WILL SHOW UP ON THE BIG 
SCREEN AT THE FRONT OF THE BALLROOM, EVEN FROM AFAR! (YOU 
CAN ALSO CHOOSE TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS IF YOU PREFER.) 

Items open for viewing/adding to Watch List at 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 20 
and for bidding/buying at 5:00 p.m. Friday, September 22. Best of luck to you! 

https://e.givesmart.com/events/vja/i/_Auction/mWRb/
https://www.facebook.com/SecondChanceNC
https://www.secondchancenc.org/events/2023-eop/2023-eop-shipping/
https://e.givesmart.com/events/vja/i/_Donate/
https://e.givesmart.com/events/vja/i/_Donate/


 

 

Second Chance Programs 

Through our Hearts to Home transport program, we rescue at-risk dogs 
from overcrowded county shelters in NC, foster them for roughly 4-14 
days, and drive them to our partner rescues up north, where these dogs 
then find their forever families. If you’re interested in saving dogs’ lives 
by fostering for 10-14 days, or by driving a short leg of the journey (or 
both!), please contact our transport program coordinator, Megan Wencel, 

at H2H@SecondChanceNC.org today! 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2023 PROGRAM SPONSORS! 

Did you know NC is among the top 10 states in the U.S. for pets with 
the highest rates of heartworm disease? Through Heeling Hearts, we 

rescue & treat heartworm-positive dogs at no additional cost to adopters! 

Snip It is our newest program, with substantial growth in 2023. To 
reduce the number of kittens and puppies born into homelessness by the 
literal thousands each year, we fund various other nonprofits’/shelters’ 
programs through which pet guardians can have their own cats and dogs, 

or feral cats, spayed/neutered for free or at a steep discount.  

SNIP IT SPAY/NEUTER OUTREACH 

HEELING HEARTS FOR DOGS WITH HEARTWORM DISEASE 

HEARTS TO HOME ANIMAL TRANSPORT PROGRAM 

YOUR SUPPORT TONIGHT WILL FUND ADOPTION—AND SO MUCH MORE! 



  

 

DIAMOND PAW AND TOP DOG SPONSOR 



 

 

We give special thanks to: 
 

AUCTION ITEM DONORS — FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS 
 

GINA ABATE, DAVE BALLESTEROS, NICK COSTA, SHELBY HUNT, OUR EVENT 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND MEMBERS, AND THE VOLUNTEERS WHO HELPED US 

PREPARE AND EXECUTE THIS EVENT — FOR MAKING YOUR IMPACT ON 
THE LIVES OF ANIMALS BY VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME! 

 

DAVE BERGER — PHOTOGRAPHY SET-UP, ITEM PHOTOS, & EDITING, 
& BUILDING OUR FIRST-EVER DOG HOUSE FROM SCRATCH! 

 

FALLON’S FLOWERS, CAROLINE BRICKLEY, & AMANDA MOLSON — FLORALS 
 

BRIAN PATE — MASTER OF CEREMONIES & AUCTIONEER 
 

OVESCO ENDOSCOPY — FOR THE USE OF MEETING SPACE 

GOLD PAW AND LEADER OF THE PACK SPONSOR 



  

 

GRAND CHAMPION SPONSOR 

Ready to pay for your winning bids, purchased items, raffle tickets, and donations? 
Click the “PAY” tab in GiveSmart. We also accept cash or check at pick-up, too! 



 

 

Wine and Coffee Pulls 

Raffle 

THIS YEAR’S RAFFLE HAS BEEN GRACIOUSLY SPONSORED BY 

Don’t miss your chance to win a $1,500 Amazon gift card! You’ll find 

tickets in GiveSmart on Item #9—but hurry, as sales end at 7:30 PM! 

Find a new favorite vino or cup of java: use the “Wine Pull” and “Coffee 
Pull” categories in GiveSmart, or go to the 800 and 900 series of item 
numbers, to select a bottle of wine or package of coffee (and you can 
buy as many as you’d like!). A surprise awaits: you’ll receive them in your 

check-out bag tonight... and your wine could retail for as much as $100! 

https://e.givesmart.com/events/vja/i/_Auction/mWRb/


  

 

FAITHFUL FRIEND SPONSOR 

EMCEE & AUCTIONEER 

THIS YEAR’S PHOTO BOOTH HAS BEEN GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY 



 

 

PAWTNER IN RESCUE SPONSOR 

Partners for Paws Attendees 
GINA ABATE 
JEFF ABATE 

KATIE AUSTIN 
JOAN DELGIORNO 
CARRIE JACOBS 
LANCE LORAH 

ANDREW O’FLAHERTY 

CHRISTINE REED 
MICHAEL REED 
OLIVIA SCHRADER 
ALAN TAPSCOTT 
DONNA TUCKER 
WILL TUCKER 
LAURA WEAVER 

BRONZE PAW AND PAWTNER IN RESUCE SPONSOR 



  

 

OPERATIONS STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 

LISA IMHOF—Senior Director of Operations 
JESS MARTIN—Senior Operations Coordinator  

RACHEL CRONMILLER—Consulting Director of Development and Communications 
ALEX BARKER—Volunteer Manager 

SUSAN ROBERTS—Dog Program Manager 
JESSICA JONES—Transport Liaison 

MEGAN WENCEL—Transport Coordinator 
CAROL BALLESTEROS—Assistant Treasurer 
PAULA LUNSFORD—Medical Coordinator 

LISA BEST—Cat Care Coordinator 
TAMMY COMMONS—Dog Application Coordinator 

 

And a very special thank you to the too-numerous-to-
mention volunteers who help every day with clinic, cat 
care, dog walking, adoption screening and counseling, 

administration, reception, and facility care! 

Second Chance Family 

DAVE BALLESTEROS—President 
DONNA TUCKER—Vice President 
CHRISTIAN LEBRON—Treasurer 
CONNOR FRALEY—Secretary 

GINA ABATE 
NICK COSTA 

DAVID HOLMES 
SHELBY HUNT 
RYAN VILLIGER 
LIESE ZWEIGART 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



 

 

HOW TO BID 

USING 

Getting started 

How to start bidding 

“Can GiveSmart bid for me?” 

Have you been outbid? 

Did you win? 

Want to donate to the animals? 

First, make sure you’ve stopped by the Check-In 
table once you arrived—our volunteers will 
ensure your GiveSmart account is ready to go! 

Click the link in your welcome text and it will take 
you to your own personal bidding page. Click on 
an item you would like to bid on. Enter the 
amount and press the “Bid” button. 

Absolutely! To ensure you miss nothing while you’re exploring our activities, 
visiting with animals, and making memories with friends, set an auto bid! 
Click on an item, then click the “Auto Bid” tab to set your max bid (the most 
you’d like to commit to at this time) to keep you winning automatically until 
you’ve been outbid and need to enter a new bid. 

When the auction is over, you will receive a text message letting you know if 
you won the item(s) you bid on. Your message will also include payment 
instructions for a quick, convenient, and secure check-out. 

You’ll receive a text message the moment it happens! 

Simply navigate to the Items page and click on the button “$” at the very top. 
Enter an amount and hit the “Donate” button. Your name will show up on 
the big screen at the front of the room! (Or, you can remain anonymous.) 

Second Chance Pet Adoptions 
6003 Chapel Hill Road, Ste 133 

Raleigh, NC 27607 
www.secondchancenc.org 
Tax ID/EIN: 56-1671883 


